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Prof. Barnes’ teaching interests include environmental law, environmental policy,
alternative dispute resolution, and ethics and the public official. He has written, testified,
and spoken extensively on environmental issues and has considerable international
experience dealing with environmental matters and mediates environmental disputes.

From 1985 to 2000, he served as Dean of the School of Public and Environmental
Affairs. During this time, it was ranked third among public affairs programs by

U.S. News & World Report and first in environmental policy. New programs in non-
profit management and information technology and systems were developed during
his tenure.

From 1985 to 1988, Prof. Barnes served as the Deputy Administrator of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. As the agency’s number two official, he has had
extensive experience in environmental policymaking and administration and played a
key role in the development of the radon, solid waste/recycling, and pollution prevention
programs. From 1983 to 1985, he was the EPA General Counsel, and in the early 1970s,
he participated in the formation of EPA and served as the chief of staff to its first
Administrator, William D. Ruckelshaus.

Dean Barnes also served as General Counsel of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
from 1981 to 1983. For six years, from 1975 to 1981, he had an environmental law,
commercial and litigation practice with the firm of Beveridge and Diamond in
Washington, D.C.
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